Honors English IV Summer Reading
These assignments will be due the first week of school

The Kite Runner by Khaled Housseini
Discussion Questions: P
 lease answer the following questions with

supporting examples (citations) from the text. Complete in a Google Doc.
You do not need to rewrite the question with your response.

1. The novel begins with Amir’s memory of peering down an alley, looking for Hassan who
is kite running for him. As Amir peers into the alley, he witnesses a tragedy. The novel ends
with Amir kite running for Hassan’s son, Sohrab, as he begins a new life with Amir in
America. Why do you think the author chooses to frame the novel with these scenes? Refer
to the following passage: “Afghans like to say: Life goes on, unmindful of beginning,
end…crisis or catharsis, moving forward like a slow, dusty caravan of kochis [nomads].”
How is this significant to the framing of the novel?
2. The strong underlying force of this novel is the relationship between Amir and
Hassan. Discuss their friendship. Why is Amir afraid to be Hassan’s true friend? Why does
Amir constantly test Hassan’s loyalty? Why does he resent Hassan? After the kite running
tournament, why does Amir no longer want to be Hassan’s friend?

3. We begin to understand early in the novel that Amir is constantly vying for Baba’s
attention and often feels like an outsider in his father’s life, as seen in the following
passage: “He’d close the door, leave me to wonder why it was always grown-ups time with
him. I’d sit by the door, knees drawn to my chest. Sometimes I sat there for an hour,
sometimes two, listening to their laughter, their chatter.” Discuss Amir’s relationship with
Baba.

4. Why is Baba disappointed by Amir’s decision to become a writer? During their
argument about his career path, Amir thinks to himself: “I would stand my ground, I
decided. I didn’t want to sacrifice for Baba anymore. The last time I had done that, I had
damned myself.” What has Amir sacrificed for Baba? How has Amir “damned himself”?

5. Compare and contrast the relationships of Soraya and Amir and their fathers. How
have their upbringings contributed to these relationships?

6. Discuss the difference between Baba and Ali and between Amir and Hassan. Are
Baba’s and Amir’s betrayals and similarities in their relationships of their servants (if you
consider Baba’s act a betrayal) similar or different? Do you think that such betrayals are
inevitable in the master/servant relationship, or do you feel that they are due to flaws in
Baba’s and Amir’s characters, or are they the outcome of circumstances and characters?

Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom
**Take notes on each of the “Tuesday” topics/themes discussed on all the Tuesdays (Bullet
points or complete sentences is acceptable). Make note of some of the life lessons that
Morrie teaches Mitch on each Tuesday. Record your favorite aphorism(s) (sayings) from
each Tuesday. Please type in a Google doc.

