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Commentary

 The Leprechaun Gold is published throughout the 
year for the students of St. Vincent-St. Mary High 
School.  There is no charge for the paper but donations 
are accepted and appreciated.  Unsigned editorials 
represent the consensus of the editorial board.  
Letters to the editor are encouraged, provided they 
do not contain material disruptive to the educational 
process and that they are signed.  The Leprechaun 
Gold reserves the right to edit submitted material 
for length.  

     Leprechaun Gold
St. Vincent-St. Mary High School

15 North Maple Street
Akron, Ohio 44303

On the Web: www.stvm.com

AN IRISH PRAYER
May the road rise ever 
      to meet you
May the wind be 
      ever at your back
May the sun shine 
      warm upon your face
May the rain fall 
      soft upon your fields
And until we meet again, 
May God hold you in the 
    palm of His hand.
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Is fracking really dangerous 
to the  environment? 
     A temporary ban has been placed on fracking 
in Ohio because of its environmental dangers. 
     Fracking, or hydraulic fracturing, is a process 
that involves injecting millions of gallons of 
water, chemicals, and sand in order to break 
open rocks and release gases. Fracking has been 
an environmental concern for some time.
     Fracking has caused more than 1,000 docu-
mented cases of water contamination in the 
United States. The hazardous waste waters and 
toxic chemicals have been having an impact on 
areas near drilling sights for some time. This is 
a result of 
the combi-
nation of 
the toxic-
ity of the 
chemicals 
and often 
occuring 
accidents 
or spills. 
     The 
dangers of 
frack-
ing have 
become 
much more than an environental concern. 
Many seismologists claim that the recent 4.0-
magnitude earthquake on New Year’s Eve in 
Youngstown was caused by fracking in Ohio. 
The water used to extract natural gasses is the 
prime cause for the quakes. This water works its 
way into subterranean faults, and if fracking con-
tinues, the pressure can build, causing the fault 
lines to increase and, ultimately, creating tremors 
and earthquakes. 
     Since last spring, Youngstown, Ohio, has had 
11 small quakes. The quakes have caused seis-
mologists to investigate while a moratorium is in 
place to prevent future fracking in the area. 
     Experts, however, are not entirely sure that 
the ban on fracking is something that will stop 
the quakes. Many seismologists predict that the 
pressure from fracking will continue to create 
quakes and tremors, regardless of the ban. 
     “The earthquakes will trickle on as a kind of 
a cascading process once you’ve caused them 
to occur,” said John Armbruster of Columbia 
University’s Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory. 
“This one year of pumping is a pulse that has 
been pushed into the ground, and it’s going to be 
spreading out for at least a year.”
     Other experts, such as Ray Beiersdorfer, a ge-
ology professor at Youngstown State University, 
agree with this prediction and expect the quakes 
to continue throughout the year. 
     Regulators in Ohio asked D&L Energy 

Inc., a company that carries out fracking 
near Youngstown, to stop fracking while the 
investigation continues. The 2.7-magnitude 
quake on Christmas Eve prompted the sudden 
ban and investigation. D&L Energy has been 
fracking in Ohio since December 2010. Since 
then, fracking has caused 12 earthquakes. 
Fracking has been conducted in Ohio since 
1985, with approximately seven million bar-
rels of water being injected into the earth. 
     Thomas E. Stewart of the Ohio Oil and 
Gas Association has agreed with the recent 
decision to suspend fracking. “We fully sup-

port the decision 
of the Ohio 
Department of 
Natural Re-
sources to issue 
a temporary sus-
pension of five 
injection wells in 
the Youngstown 
area. It was the 
correct course of 
action to ensure 
the safety and 
peace of mind for 
area residents.”

     However, 
many people insist that fracking is a major 
help, providing natural resources and jobs that 
are otherwise not available.    	
     Pittsburgh Mayor Luke Ravenstahl has 
stated, “[Fracking] is more than just drilling 
and extracting. There are opportunities up and 
down the supply chain.”
     In 2010, the natural-gas industry triggered 
$11.2 billion in economic activity in Pennsyl-
vania and created140,000 jobs and raised over 
a billion dollars in state and local taxes.
     Several experts also disagree with the 
statement that fracking is the cause of the 
earthquakes. Experts who disagree claim that 
the earthquakes were simply flukes, and that 
fracking has nothing to do with the quakes.   
     However, the majority of experts say that 
fracking is, without a doubt, the cause of the 
quakes. Many seismologists, geologists, and 
environmental activists have questioned why 
fracking has just now been banned. Network 
for Oil and Gas Accountability and Protection 
president Vanessa Pesec has stated, “It seems 
remarkable to me that they would not have 
done something until earthquake 10.”

Jackson Ewing
CO-EDITOR IN CHIEF



Jamiee Jones                            
    What is/was 
your job? 
Ski lift operator.
Where is your 
job located?
Brandywine Ski 
Resort.
Briefly, what 
were your du-
ties?
I run ski lifts, 
shovel, and help people when needed.
Describe an instance when something out-
rageous, funny, or unbelievable happened 
to you at work. 
One day last year this guy came up near clos-
ing time during Midnight Madness. He had 
blood rushing down his face so I asked him 
if he needed medical help. He said he didn’t, 
and asked me if I found him attractive. I told 
him not really, and he got really mad and 
skied away.

Nick Zampounis                                    
What is/was your 
job?
Ice cream con-
noisseur/vendor at 
Strickland’s Frozen 
Custard.
Where is your job 
located?
Progressive Field.
What was your 
position?
Dishwasher, vendor, “runner”, cashier, anything.
Briefly, what were your duties?
I did anything and everything related to the cre-
ation and sales of delicious frozen custard.
Describe an instance when something outra-
geous, funny, or unbelievable happened to 
you at work.
On the 4th of July, the biggest/hottest game I had 
ever worked, I went into the cooler to “chill” 
and to get a bag of ice cream mix. I didn’t look 
where I grabbed, and ended up lifting the cap 
off the 2.5 gallon bag of ice cream mix. When I 
lifted it up, 5 gallons of mix spilled all over me 
and the cooler. There were no extra shirts, so I 
had to clean and serve in over 90 ° heat while 
covered in sticky cream. Everyone laughed at 
me and said I smelled. 
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        Several art students won at the prestigious 
Scholastic Art Competition.  Receiving the 
Gold Key Portfolio, the most difficult award 
to win, were seniors Joe Coughlin and Rose 
Klein.  Receiving both Silver Key and Gold 
Key was senior Hannah Comeriato.  Receiv-
ing Honorable Mentions were seniors Maria 
Alvord,  Hannah Comeriato, Annie Davis, Mi-
chael Hurley; and juniors Christopher Esker, 
and Caroline McCarty.

Ohio Magazine awards teachers

Students register for 2012-2013
Class of  2013: 
Thursday, February 9:  6-8 p.m.
Class of  2014: 
Thursday,  February 16:  6-8 p.m.
Class of  2015: 
Wednesday, February 22:  6-8 p.m.
Class of  2016: 
Thursday, March 1:  6-9 p.m.

National Honor Society gives 
freshmen  “EXAMGRAMS”

Art students win awards

Touchdown Club awards 
STVM athletes

Erica Bratton
staff reporter

    The Touchdown Club All- Stars are: senior 
Tessa Weigand, junior Marissa Rossetti, 
and sophomore Julia Mendiola (Girls’ Cross 
Country); senior Patrick O’Brien and junior 
Mick Iacofano (Boys’ Cross Country); 
seniors Antonio Manfut and John Friess 
(Boys’ Soccer); seniors Kevin Besser and 
Tyler Bischof, and junior Jordan Hargrove 
(Football); junior Michelle Noethen (Girls’ 
Golf ); senior Miranda Yeaton (Girls’ Soccer); 
and senior Corie Nischt (Volleyball).

Kaitlin Heard                    
 What is/was 
your job?
A camp counselor 
at the Jewish 
Community 
Center.
Where is your 
job located? 
750 White Pond 
Drive,  Akron.
Briefly, what were your duties?
I watched kids ages 6-11.
Describe an instance when something out-
rageous, funny, or unbelievable happened 
to you at work.
We took the kids to All Fired Up and they 
were given clay to make dragons and fairies. 
One girl decided to make an Elmo instead. 
The next day, the girls at All Fired Up told 
us that Elmo had blown up in the kiln and 
that she could have more clay to remake him. 
Instead of a new Elmo, my camper decided 
to make a coffin. She demanded her broken 
Elmo and put them in the coffin. Then she 
held a funeral with all of her friends and took 
the coffin in a bag labeled, “Elmo’s Ashes.”
Do you have/have you ever had an awful 
manager, boss, supervisor, co-worker,?
I worked one day at the Montrose Steak n’ 
Shake. My manager didn’t tell me when 
my shift ended. The co-worker in charge of 
training ignored me and eventually told me to 
“find someone else to follow around.” In one 
hour of work, I made a mistake. My former 
trainer yelled at me in front of all of the other 
staffers even though it was her fault. I was 
not properly trained……They took her side. 

Hannah Comeriato                                 
What is/was your 
job?
Parking attendant.
Where is your job 
located? 
Blossom Music 
Center.
Briefly, what were 
your duties?
Dealing with heavily intoxicated individuals 
while simultaneously parking cars and argu-
ing with taxi cab drivers. It’s very intense, so I 
sometimes have to  use a walky-talky.
Do you have/have you ever had an awful man-
ager, boss, supervisor, co-worker?
My supervisor, who shall remain nameless, 
is an interesting fellow. I like to call him a 
lovable deadbeat. (He once lost a copy of 
Kaitlin Heard’s social security card number 
and shrugged it off. Identity theft, people!) I 
sometimes think of him in his natural habitat, in 
a place far from the work world, where behavior 
and hygiene don’t matter. I imagine him loung-
ing on a couch for hours with a dozen packs of 
cigarettes and a bag of flavored Doritos. He once 
helped me cover myself with trash bags before a 
monsoon hit. I remain very grateful. However, I 
cannot seem to move past his horrendous neck-
beard. It is actually looks like a living creature 
clinging desperately to his throat.

Work has funny moments
Ian Edgley
staff reporter

     Members of NHS wrote “Examgrams” 
to freshmen taking exams for the first time.  
“Examgrams” are short, friendly letters full 
of tips, such as study skills, emphasis on the 
importance of exams, and good luck wishes. 

     Five STVM teachers have been recognized 
as exemplary private school educators by the 
Ohio Magazine.  Congratulations to Mr. Phil 
Alvord, Mr. Bob Engels, Mrs. Rachael Wesig, 
Mrs. Teresa Ortiz, and Mr. Glen Griffin.  They 
will be in the March issue of Ohio Magazine.

Car raffle drawing is Feb. 14
The Car Raffle drawing will take place at 
the STVM vs. Walsh Jesuit boys’ basketball 
game on February 14.  The first prize is a 
2012 Chevy Cuze donated by Bob and Kathy 
Serpentini; second prize is a Panasonic HD 
TV donated by Kipp and Ruby Kofsky; and 
third prize is a $500.00 gas card from Circle K 
donated by Jerry Kelly.



Lorenzo Cugini and Mary Cistone 
   
      Lorenzo Cugini, currently a senior, met his girlfriend, Mary Cistone, a junior, when she was a freshman 
and he was a sophomore. They were officially introduced to each other at the football game against Walsh 
where they exchanged phone numbers. When asked to describe their first date, Cugini said, “We met at the 
movie theater and saw The Blind Side.
     This couple seem to be the perfect match and love everything about each other. Cugini’s favorite thing 
about Cistone would have to be her “good personality” and her “beautiful smile.” Cistone’s favorite thing 
about her boyfriend is “his personality and his big hugs!” 
     It’s been a while since they met at that football game as Cistone and Cugini recently celebrated their 
second anniversary. They have had  many good times and have made  many memories together. As for one 
of the most memorable, Cugini recalls the time they were on vacation with the family.  “We went out to eat 
at this restaurant in Hilton Head for her birthday.” 
     Celebrations for Valentine’s Day is fast approaching and Cugini and Cistone are going to keep things 
traditional. He plans to buy her chocolates and roses. 

Michael Williams, Jr. and Karris Barclay     

   Over two years have passed since  Barclay and Michael Williams Jr. have been together, but it wasn’t 
necessarily love at first sight. The couple met when they were in kindergarten and attended elementary 
school at St. Mary’s together, but it wasn’t until high school that they took their friendship to the next 
level. Barclay’ favorite thing about her boyfriend is, “his honesty, sense of humor, eyes and face.” Wil-
liams likes that his girlfriend always laughs at his jokes!
    Barclay and Williams spent their first date hanging out and having lots of fun at Dave and Busters’. As 
for their most memorable date, Williams will always remember their first anniversary. Barclay said that 
hers is “a tie between when we played Scrabble with his aunt and when we watched the sun set over the 
lake.” 
     As for their Valentine’s Day plans, Barclay won’t know until the actual day. Williams plans to suprise 
her with something fun and romantic! 

Bryan Wisor and Brianna McVicker    

  Juniors Brianna McVicker and Bryan Wisor may have never started dating if it wasn’t for a Global Studies 
Project. The two had some classes together, but it wasn’t until this particular assignment that they became 
friends. “Everyone came to my house and Wisor and I realized we lived close to each other. After that 
we just started to hang out,” says McVicker. Their first official date didn’t occur until Wisor went over to 
McVicker’s house where she was having a bonfire. When asked about the experience, Wisor said, “We 
ended up going for a night time walk through her grandparents’ orchard.” 
     That first night was just the beginning of their romance. It’s been one year and 4 months since the 
couple began dating. Not only are they boyfriend and girlfriend, they are best friends. McVicker says that 
her favorite thing about Wisor is that he is fun to be around. She is happy that she can joke around with her 
boyfriend, and they can love each other at the same time. As for Wisor’s favorite thing about McVicker, he 
stated, “That she is true to herself.” 
     They don’t have any Valentine’s day plans yet, but just hanging out and spending time together is good 
enough for this couple! 
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Matt Matuska and Sam Daugherty    
     
     No one would have guessed that Evan Gorbach could be the perfect matchmaker. He introduced Sam 
Daugherty and her boyfriend Matt Matuska when he invited both of them to be on his Backcourt Classic 
Team. 
     Daugherty commented, “We also had religion class together with Mr. Salvatore, and I always thought he 
was cute. So, one day I ‘chatted’ him on Facebook asking a question. We talked for about three hours and 
talked more in school.” 
     The couple spent their first official date at Panera Bread, where Matuska bought Daugherty a bagel. 
Since that day they have been on more dates than they can count. One of their favorites is when Daugherty 
bought Matuska tickets to an Ohio State basketball game for his birthday.  
     Recently, on February 6, Daugherty and Matuska celebrated their two year anniversary. With Valentine’s 
Day right around the corner, another celebration is in order. 
     “We are going to go to school, and hopefully, he remembers to get me a carnation because he forgot 
last year,” say Daugherty. Even though they don’t have anything specific planned yet, their holiday will be 
special as long as they are together. 

Couples celebrate Valentines’s Day 
Meghan Dannemiller
CO-EDITOR IN CHIEF



Denzel washington
     Denzel Washington was born in Mount Vernon, New York, in 1954. His mother was a beauty parlor owner and opera-
tor and his father was an ordained Pentecostal minister. When Washington was 14, he was sent to Oakland Military Acad-
emy after his parents split up. Washington later talked about how being sent to boarding school “changed my life.” He said 
he would have been in trouble if he hadn’t been sent there. After finishing Oakland, Washington attended Mainland High 
School in Florida. He first began acting while working as a camp counselor. That fall he returned to Fordham and enrolled 
at the Lincoln Center campus to study acting. There he was given lead roles and received a scholarship to the American 
Conservatory Theatre in San Francisco. A year later, he returned to New York and began his professional acting career. 
Some of his most famous movies are Remember the Titans, Malcolm X, and The Book of Eli. 

Stevie Wonder
     Stevie Wonder was born in Saginaw, Michigan, in 1950, the third of six children. Because he was born six weeks pre-
mature, his retinas were not fully attached, and he was blind. Wonder’s mother left with the children for Detroit when he 
was four years old. This was around the time Stevie started playing instruments and experimenting with music. He played 
piano, harmonica, drums, and bass; he was also a member of his church’s choir. Wonder was discovered by Ronnie White 
of the Miracles and was signed by the CEO of Motown Records. At 13, Wonder released “Fingertips” which was a hit. By 
20, Wonder had recorded many successful albums and singles, including one with the young Marvin Gaye. Wonder became 
a well known artist and performed and recorded with Barbra Streisand, Michael Jackson, and Bruce Springsteen. He has 
performed at many famous events and venues including the Super Bowl and Madison Square Garden. Many of Wonder’s 
songs were featured in movies, and he hs won many awards for his work. 

Barack Obama
     President Barack Obama was born in Honolulu, Hawaii, in 1961. His mother was born in Kansas while his father was 
born in Kenya.  Obama’s first years of schooling took place at local schools in Jakarta, Indonesia. At 10, Obama returned 
to Honolulu to live with his grandparents on his mother’s side. He studied at the Punahou School on a scholarship from 
5th grade until he graduated from high school. After finishing high school, Obama moved to Los Angeles and attended 
Occidental College. He later transferred to Columbia University in New York City and majored in political science with 
a specialty in international relations. For a year, Obama worked at the Business International Corporation, and then at the 
New York Public Interest Research Group. Later, he also attended law school at Harvard and the University of Chicago. 
In 1996, Barack Obama ran and was elected as an Illinois Senator. As a senator, Obama helped gain support for legisla-
tion reforming ethics and health care. In 2008, Obama ran and was elected as the 44th president of the United States and is 
working on his campaign for the 2012 presidential election...

Aretha Franklin
     Aretha Franklin, often called the “Queen of Soul,” was born in a two-room house in Memphis, Tennessee, in 1942. Her 
mother had been in many relationships, and her family moved many times. Franklin’s mother died when she was ten years old 
and was then raised by her grandmother. Franklin then started singing at her church and learned to play the piano by ear.  At 
18, she released her first single for Columbia Records which reached #10 on the Billboard R&B charts and a year after this, 
she released her first album. She continued releasing successful singles and scored a Top 40 hit with “Rock-A-Bye Your Baby 
With a Dixie Melody.” At Atlantic Records Franklin gained more fame and sang her biggest hit “Respect.” In 1980, Franklin 
appeared in the movie The Blues Brothers with Ray Charles and James Brown. She continues to sing and perform while col-
laborating with many other artists and is still popular today. 
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Amanda Sollenberger
staff reporter

African-Americans impact society

    The STVM Mock Trial team 
succeeded at the District Competi-
tion on Febuary 3, placing 1st in 
the competition. 
     The competitions involve the 
STVM Mock Trial Team trying 
a case against teams from other 
schools. In order to advance to 
the regional competition, both the 
prosecution and the defense must 
win the most points in both cases. 
     Juniors RosaLia Stadler and 
Jackson Ewing won Outstanding 
Attorney Awards, and Bennett Nel-
son and freshman Jane Bozsik won 
Outstanding Witness Awards. 
  The team beat two different teams 

Mock Trial succeeds at District competition
from Brecksville-Broadview High School 
and will be advancing to Regional compe-
tition on Febuary 24. 
    Judges Lynne Callahan, Amy Corrigal 
Jones, Magistrate John Casalinuovo, and 
lawyer Jenna Bouhall coached the team 
with Mrs. Joanne Kropf as moderator.  
     Stadler said, “The competition justifies 
the months of practice we put into Mock 
Trial this year. It’s exciting to compete 
with other schools and show how much 

effort and dedication we put into mak-
ing this team all it is. Competition was 
exciting and rewarding, and we hope to 
keep winning in later competitions.” 

(l to r) Attorney Jenna Bouhall, Magistrate John Casalinuovo, Whitney Jones, 
Jackson Ewing, Judge Lynne Callahan,Cory Sweitzer, Isabella Sparhawk, Monica 
Pirie, RosaLia Stadler, Bennett Nelson,  Jane Bozsik, Judge Amy Corrigall 
Jones, Meghan Geist, and Jack Kelliher won 1st place in the District Mock Trial 
Tournament.

Jackson Ewing
CO-EDITOR IN CHIEF



   Commissioner Jimmy Dimora, a lifelong resident of Cuyahoga County, has dedicated thirty-five years to
 public service as a city employee, city councilman, mayor, and county commissioner. Dimora was once 
one of the county’s most influential politicians, serving as both a county commissioner and chairman of the county 
Democratic Party. He is now accused of running a criminal enterprise out of the county Administration Building.
 According to the FBI investigation, Dimora helped himself to sex on demand with top-dollar call girls, and with a 
woman who sought his help to get a job. Expensive lunches, a high-flying gambling junket to Las Vegas, and more nights of 
partying at a Stonebridge condominium overlooking Cleveland’s Flats and a a four-figure discount on a Rolex watch are just a few of the accusations 
against Dimora.  Because of the free or deeply-discounted improvements to his $438,000 home, the court seeks to seize Dimora’s house in forfeiture. 

     Four U.S. Marines in Afghanistan were video taped urinating on the bodies of dead insurgents
. After this incident, General Curtis Scaparrotti said, “We must treat the living and the dead with 

dignity and respect.” He said troops must follow the rules of armed conflict and act honorably at all times. 
“In order to prevail, for the good of the coalition nations and the Afghan people, we can do no less,” he said.  
The video surfaced during a crucial time of the war as the U.S. and the Taliban were beginning to take steps
 towards peace by withdrawing troops from the nation in upcoming years. The directive notes that “defiling, desecrating, mocking, photographing 
or filming for personal use of any dead insurgent constitutes a grave breach” of the Armed-Conflict Laws. It also violates “basic standards of human 
decency and can cause serious damage to relations with the Afghan government.” The nature of the investigation allows for the possibility of court 
martials and further investigation in regard to any men involved with the video. 

     On New Year’s Day, a body was discovered on Queen Elizabeth II’s estate of Sandringham. The body was identified as Alisa Dmitrijeva, a 17 
year old Latvian teenager who had been reported missing since August from her home town of Wisbech in eastern England, about 20 miles away 
from Sandringham. The death was discovered by a man who was walking his dog in a wooded area in the estate.  The estate is mostly used by Queen 
Elizabeth II and the royal family during the Christmas holidays. While parts of the estate are reserved strictly for members of the royal family, much 
of the estate is open to the public. The body, found approximately three miles from the royal residence, had been lying at the site for some time. Ac-
cording to police, initial DNA tests based on bone and muscle fragments failed to provide any information about the victim, so the police used tests 
done on the femur and the victim’s palm to determine the victim’s identity.  Detective Chief Inspector Jes Fry, the lead officer in the case, is treating 
the death as suspicious and is trying to establish whether any public events took place at the estate since the victim went missing in August.

The Heart of it All

Sea to Shining Sea

News-in-brief
Around the Globe
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STAFF REPORTER

     The National Guard was called in to help dig out the residents of Cordova, Alaska.  Approximately 18 feet of snow has fallen on the town within 
the past several weeks.  Several buildings have collapsed due to the heavy accumulation of snow.  The heavy snow is a concern for Cordova because 
the town is only accessible by boat or plane.  Since the snowfall, the town has declared a state of emergency as the National Guard attempts to clear 
out some of the snow because the snow dump sites are overflowing. Another concern for the Alaska town is that it is near an avalanche zone, so the 
snow accumulation may create some nearby avalanches to endanger town residents.     

Los Angeles police arrest arson suspect
     A German 24 year old named Harry Burkhart was arrested for setting fires 
in the Los Angeles area.  He was arrested for setting 52 fires within the greater Los 
Angeles.  The Los Angeles Police Department arrested him on 37 felony arson counts.  
The total estimated damage from the fires is expected to be $3 million in property 
damages.  Since the United States government detained his mother due to German ar-
rest warrants before the arson spree began, the fires are linked with some anti-Ameri-
can bitterness. Some reports surfaced stating that Burkhart was heard cursing the U.S. 
before he set the fires.  

1.

Connor Wallace
staff reporter

Jackson Ewing
CO-EDITOR IN CHIEF

Rafferty pleads not guilty in Craigslist case
   The 16-year-old Stow teen charged in the Craigslist shootings case pleaded not guilty on January 23 in Summit County Juvenile Court to 

charges of aggravated murder, attempted murder, aggravated robbery and kidnapping. Prosecutors also asked that Brogan Rafferty be tried as an adult 
and his case be transferred to Summit County Common Pleas Court. Rafferty is accused of being an accomplice in the deaths of three men and the at-
tempted murder of a fourth. He is accused in a scheme that involved a help wanted ad posted online that offered $300 a week and housing to oversee 
a farm in Noble County.  Prosecutors contend that the job never existed. The victims include David Pauley, 51, of Virginia, who was killed October 
23 and whose body was discovered about a month later in Noble County; the body of Timothy Kern, 47, of Massillon, who was killed November 13, 
was found near Rolling Acres Mall in Akron on November 25; the body of Ralph Geiger, 55, of Atlanta, was found November 25 near where Pauley 
was buried. Scott David, 48, a former Canton man living in South Carolina, was shot November 6 after arriving at the Noble County location, but 
escaped and alerted authorities, leading them to the crime scene. Rafferty is being held in the Summit County Jail.

U.S. Marines sanctioned

Corpse found on Royal Estate

Alaska town buried in snow2.

Jimmy Dimora trial is underway

2.
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Mrs. Hakima Bouhkrissi  from Morocco
Mrs. Bouhkrissi is the new chemistry teacher.
Tell us about your family in Morocco and in the states. 
      I still have family in Morocco; however, two of my sisters, a few cousins, and a brother-in-
law are now living in France. I live in Copley with my husband, Dr. Mekki Bayachou, and my 
three children.
What is your hometown and your educational background?
     I was born and raised in Fes, Morocco, a city that is about 120 miles from the Atlantic Ocean 
on the west and about 180 miles fom the Mediterranean Sea on the north. I graduated from the 
University of Science in Fes with a Bachelor’s Degree in Chemistry and a minor in Physics. I 
then went to pursue graduate studies in France and joined the University of Pierre et Marie Cur-
rie in Paris to receive a Diplome d’Etude Approffondies. As a Ph.D. candidate, I was lucky to 
secure a position at the renowned Ecole Normale Superieure for research work. I graduated with 
a Ph.D. in Analytical Chemistry. I then moved to Irvine, California, to join my husband who 
was a postdoctoral fellow at the University of California at Irvine. 
Have you lived any other places?
     I lived seven years in France, seven months in Italy, and I have been in the United States for 15 years. We lived five years in California, and then 
we moved to Cleveland in 2001 when my husband joined the Chemistry Department at Cleveland State University.
What are some important traditions in Morocco?
     There are many important traditions in Morocco. First and foremost, the unique touch of hospitality and the almost sacred custom to treat guests 
with the highest standards is an ancient tradition that is still observed today in  both rural and urban areas. 
     Another important tradition in Morocco is that couscous is the most important dish. Serving couscous is a well-entrenched tradition all over the 
kingdom of Morocco. Couscous is a colorful dish based on steam-cooked coarse semolina with other vegetables and topped with chicken or beef. 
The traditional 7-cycle steaming of semolina during the dish preparation is key and is a secret to the delicious taste.
     Another tradition in Morocco is serving green tea with fresh mint leaves. Another icon of Morocco is the open market that contributes to the vi-
brant life in every city or rural community and presents traditional economic and social gatherings. The list of traditions is long and marks every facet 
of life in Morocco.
What do you miss most about Morocco?  
     Some of the things that I miss most are family and all of the childhood memories, the freshness of the food, and walking to run errands instead of 
driving everywhere. I also miss the beautiful Atlas Mountains with its ski resorts during the snow season. (YES, it snows in Morocco.)
What is one of your favorite things about Morocco?
     The gorgeous shores of Morocco and the beaches on both the northern Mediterranean Sea and on the western Atlantic Ocean. 
What are some of your favorite Moroccan dishes?
     I happened to already mention one of them, couscous. Other traditional foods from my hometown include Pastilla, various sorts of Tagines (fish 
or meat) with seasonal fresh vegetables.
Give one quote that sums up the culture and vibe of Morocco.
     “Believe what you see, and dismiss what you hear.”
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Capitol: Rabat
Climate: Morocco has a very Mediterranean climate. During the day it is hot but has breezes that come 
off the Atlantic Ocean. In the interior of the country and towards the South, it is a more extreme climate. 
Summers are extremely hot and winters can be chilly.
Official Language: Arabic. Other languages found in Morocco are French and various Berber dialects.
Population: 34,859,364
Traditional Foods: The food in Morocco varies depending on the landscape. It is influenced by Spain, 
France, Portugal, Italy, Senegal, Turkey, and Berber. No matter what dish is eaten, it will usually contain 
a spread of Mediterranean veggies and fruits. The country is commonly featured for meats with vegtables 
that are flavored with cumin, cinnamon, saffron, and paprika.
Government: Constituational Monarchy.
Currency: Moroccan Dirham. 
Economy: 
     *Industry - Phosphate rock mining and processing, food processing, leather goods, textiles.
     *Agriculture -  Barley, wheat, citrus, wine; livestock.
     *Exports - Clothing, fish, inorganic chemicals, transistors, crude minerals, fertilizers.
Fun Facts
      *In Morocco, EVERYONE eats couscous on Fridays - even at orphanages
      * If a person makes eye contact with someone of the opposite sex and smiles, this is a sign that the person is romantically interested.
      * Friday is the holy day in Morocco for all Muslims. During their lunch breaks on Friday, all Muslims go to the mosque to sit for a 30 minute 
sermon before returning to work. 
*In Arabic Morocco is al-Mamlaka al-Maġribiyya, which means ‘The Western Kingdom’
* Morocco is the 12th richest country in Africa 

Mrs. Hakima Bouhkrissi poses in front of 
the Periodic Table in her classroom.
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Meghan Dannemiller
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Top 10 Celebrity Events of 2011
1. The Royal Wedding- This real-life fairy tale was the most anticipated event of the year. The whole world watched as Prince William finally 
married longtime girlfriend, Kate Middleton, in April. Audiences were fascinated by the new Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, but it was Maid of 
Honor, Pippa Middleton, who stole the show. 
2. Harry Potter Finale- After 10 years and 8 films, the Harry Potter franchise finally came to a close. Harry Potter 
and the Deathly Hallows Part 2, which premiered in July, was the highest grossing movie of 2011, making over 1 billion dol-
lars worldwide. Harry, Ron and Hermoine, played by Daniel Radcliffe, Rupert Grint and Emma Watson, finally defeated “he 
who must not be named,” Lord Voldemort.
3. Kardashian Wedding.. and Divorce- Kim Kardashian made headlines with her $10 million wedding to pro-
fessional basketball player, Kris Humphries. The marriage ended when Kim filed for divorce just 72 days later. Luckily, all of 
the action from start to finish was filmed for her reality show on E!
4. Charlie Sheen- Charlie Sheen’s personal life became newsworthy when allegations of drug use and marital problems 
arose, and consequently he was fired from his job as the star of “Two and a Half Men.” He became the record holder for the fastest person to reach 1 
million followers on Twitter, where he popularized the catchphrases “winning” and “tiger blood.”
5. Beyonce’s Baby- At the 2011 MTV Video Music Awards, audiences got more than just a performance from Beyonce Knowles.  While walk-
ing the red carpet, the singer said, “I have a surprise for you guys,” then posed for photographers showing off her baby bump. Later during her perfor-
mance of her song, “Love on Top,” she said, “I want you to feel the love that’s growing inside me,” then unbuttoned her jacket and rubbed her belly! 
6. Final Goodbyes- Hollywood said farewell to many iconic names this year. Oscar winning actress, Elizabeth Taylor, died at 
age 79 from various health problems. Twenty-seven year old singer, Amy Winehouse, was found dead in her London home. Ryan 
Dunn, star of MTV, was involved in a fatal car crash at age 34. Co-founder of Apple, Steve Jobs, was 52 when he lost his battle with 
pancreatic cancer.  
7. Famous Retirements- This year, talk shows said goodbye to perhaps two of the most influential people of recent decades. 
After 25 years of hosting the longest running daytime talk show, Oprah Winfrey filmed her final episode of The Oprah Winfrey 
Show.  In November, Regis Philbin spent his last morning on Live! With Regis and Kelly after 28 years of hosting.   
8. Lady Gaga at the Grammy’s- Lady Gaga never fails to surprise her fans. Her outrageous outfits intrigue the public 
and only make her an even bigger star. At the 53rd annual Grammy Awards, Gaga arrived in a life-size egg carried by gold-clad at-
tendants. A statement was released saying that Gaga was in “incubation” and didn’t appear until she performed her new single “Born 
this Way” later that evening.
9. Divorce Files- Many celebrities joined Kim Kardashian and Kris Humphries on the list of famous divorces. Maria Shriver filed for divorce 
from former Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger after learning that he fathered a child with another woman. After seven years and two children to-
gether, Jennifer Lopez and Marc Anthony decided to end their marriage. After news of her husband’s infidelity, Demi Moore announced that she was 
ending her marriage with Ashton Kutcher, who she married in 2005. Russell Brand filed for divorce from Katy Perry after 14 months together, and 
recently Heidi  Klum and Seal separated after six years.
10. Justin Bieber Baby?- It was a big year for Bieber. Fans around the world went crazy when they found out that the 17-year-old chopped 
off his famous hair for a shorter style. Fans went even crazier when the “Baby” singer had a paternity suit filed against him. A 20-year- old woman 
claimed that Bieber was the father of her child, but later dropped the lawsuit after Justin took a paternity test and was not the father.

1. The 2010-2011 STVM Boys’ Basketball Team brought their “A-Game” to Columbus and defeated 
Dayton Thurgood Marshall to win yet another state title in March.
2. The STVM Wrestling Team finished a season of hard work and dedication in Columbus with a 5th place 
finish in the Division II State Tournament. The team included State Champion Michael Rix, and Ray Stone, Ryan 
Skonieczny, Carlos Lugo, and Walter Gibson.
3. Cross Country and Track had an outstanding year. The 2011 Boys’ Track team earned the state title 
with two First Place finishes by Jacob Swords and the Boys’ 4x100 Team. The Cross Country girls celebrated a third 
consecutive State Championship  in Columbus and the boys finished in second place.
4. The STVM Science Team was awarded the Harold C. Shaw Outstanding School Award in May. The Sci-
ence Team beat out 1,200 students representing 299 schools in 66 counties.
5. Eighteen STVM artists were recognized for their hard work and creativity at the 2011 State Competition.
6. LeBron James teamed up with State Farm to shoot “26 Seconds,” a commercial that encourages teens to stay in school. The commercial was 
shot during a normal school day and  STVM is briefly featured in the commercial. 
7. The Leprechaun Theater Guild presented an amazing play and musical starting with Throughly Modern Millie in the spring and 
Arsenic and Old Lace in the fall.
8. The boys’ football team brought home the Shillelagh Award for a victorius defeat over Hoban, making it their fifth consecutive win. 
9. The “Fab Five,” otherwise known as Lebron James, Dru Joyce III, Sian Cotton, Romeo Travis, and Willie McGee, were inducted into the 
STVM Hall of Fame in August. The 2003 grads helped the Boys’ Basketball Team win three State Championships and one National Championship.
10. Symphonic Band was awared a “Superior” at the State Competition.

Top 10 STVM events of 2011
Kelly Lauck
staff reporter



Nike Elite Socks
These socks are worn by many STVM athletes and come with many 
features. Some of these include arch support, left and right specific 
labels, cushioning, and dri-FIT fabric.

Ignoring Hallway Traffic Regulations
One of the major causes of traffic jams in the hallways is students not 
following the implied rules of walking in the hallway. Everyone needs 
to walk on the right side of the hallway and when turning left, slow 
down until there is an opening. Also,the school has many doors, so 
make use of them rather than all trying to file through a single door. 
“And also with you”
One major new change to the Mass is the change to the response, “and 
also with you.” At mass try to remind yourself not to say this.
Laptops
Laptops, once a huge leap in technology de-
velopment, are now losing popularity. People 
are trading their laptops for smaller and lighter 
tablets. 
Parking Lot Steps
The steps leading from the student parking lot 
up to the school are a “not” because they have 
extremely awkward dimensions and students 
never know whether to take one large step or 
two small steps. 
Taking People’s Parking Spaces
If any students are not aware, the newly paved parking lot came with 
assigned spaces. Please don’t park in any space that is not assigned to 
you. The gravel lot does not have assigned spaces but some are still 
claimed so check the day before you park there. 
Scrabble
This board game is losing popularity because 
of the rising number of Words With Friends 
players. A person can only play Scrabble 
with a small number of people in the same 
area, but you can play Words With Friends 
over any distance.

1. Akron natives Patrick Carney and Dan Auerbach, better known as The Black Keys, put Akron on the map by winning three 
Grammy Awards in February for their 2010 album, Brothers, and releasing their sixth album, El Camino, in December.
2. The Akron-shot 25 Hill, featuring many locals as extras, premiered in July with two showings at the Civic Theater. Actor/writer/director 
Corbin Bernsen announced plans to film a second movie in Akron in 2012.
3. Everyone’s thoughts and prayers went out to the quiet Copley neighborhood that was shocked by the sudden shooting in August. Eight 
people, including the gunman, were killed on that tragic day.
4. Local people were featured in reality shows. Josh Kracjik of Wooster sung his way to the finals of The X Factor singing 
competition. Gary Quesenberry of Medina competed on the third season of the History Channel’s “Top Shot,” meaning the show had a Northeast 
Ohio resident in each of its three seasons, giving the area more exposure. Former Clevelander Joshua McKinley was on “Project Runway.” Holly 
Durst of Akron competed on “Bachelor Pad” and won.
5.Several iconic restaurants, such as Yocono’s, VegiTerranean, and Nick Anthe’s, closed their doors.
6. The Akron Symphony celebrated its 60th anniversary with a performance of Porgy and Bess. The show was so popular that an encore 
performance was scheduled. 
7. Downtown Cleveland hosted filming of The Avengers, a film about Marvel Comic characters featuring Iron Man, Captain 
America, and Thor. East Ninth Street, Public Square, and part of Lakeside Avenue were closed throughout most of August because of filming.
8. New restaurants opened in the Summit Mall area. Menchie’s, a frozen yogurt shop, features a rotating selection of yogurt and yummy top-
pings, and The Rail, a gourmet burger bar serving certified Ohio beef burgers, fries, and milkshakes opened in 2011.
9. William “Bill” Considine, President and CEO of Akron Children’s Hospital, received the prestigeous Polsky Humanitarian Award.
10. Akron native Kelley Williams-Bolar made national news when she appeared on the “Dr. Phil Show” in March. Williams-Bolar 
was imprisoned for falsifying school documents that claimed her children lived in Copley because she did not want them to attend the Akron schools. 
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NOT:

The Wrestling Team
The STVM wrestling team is home to not only a state champion but also 
many state qualifiers and extremely hard workers.  
Bobs (the Haircut)
This trend was originally brought to the school in 2010 by the girls’ cross 
country team and has now spread to many other students. If you want to 
follow this trend, try to grow your hair long enough to donate to Locks of 
Love before you get it cut.  
Class Pets
Class pets used to be an “elementary school thing” 
but Mr. Brownfield is bringing them to STVM. Cur-
rently, there is a fish named Stillman living in a Twiz-
zler container in Mr. Brownfield’s room. It is fed and 
cared for by the students in his homeroom. 
** Editor’s Note: Since then funds have been raised 
to buy Stillman a real fish bowl to live in. 
The LRC
STVM’s Learning Resource Center is not only an excellent place to have 
a quiet study session, but it is beautifully decorated for each season and 
holiday. You can go to the LRC before school, after school, and during 
study halls, but don’t forget: “two to a table.” 
Menchies
Ice cream has been replaced with frozen yogurt thanks to 
the new popular “Fro-Yo Chain,” Menchies. A new loca-
tion has opened in Montrose and has been very popular 
among the STVM student body. 
Words With Friends
This popular app is a fun game to play anytime with your 
friends. It is similar to the board game Scrabble but is more modern and 
can be played over any distance. 
Tablets
Theses light and convenient touch screen computers are becoming more 
and more popular. People of many ages are beginning to 
use them for work and everyday purposes. 
“And with your spirit”
The response “and also with you” has been changed to 
“and with your spirit.” Even if you have not learned many 
of the other changes, try to remember to say “and with 
your spirit,” and you’ll look like you know them all.

Top 10 local events of 2011
Kelly Lauck
staff reporter

Amanda Sollenberger
staff reporter
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Boys’ Bowling Celeste Hall
Guest reporter

Kelly Lauck
staff reporter

EAST 2171-2085 High game: Senior Spencer Poulos 216; High 
Series Poulos 4193. 
Tallmadge  High game: Sophomore Zachary Swejk 232:  High 
Series Swejk 431. 
CVCA W 2328-2101 
Hoban L 2478-2154  High game: Swejk 277:  High Series Swejk 
494. 
Green L 2502-2424  High game: Poulos 258; High Series Poulos 
473. 
Walsh  L 2413-2520 High game: Poulos 224; high series Poulos 
418.
Firestone L 2477-2428  High game: Poulos 258; High series: 
Poulos 462.
KEnmorE W 2037-1528  High game: Junior  Nick Balaj 194; High 
series :Balaj 364.
Nordonia 2023-1925
North: W 2102-1962 High game: Poulos 213; High series: 
Poulos 415.

Wadsworth  L 2192-2005 High game- junior Kimi Gough 201. 
High series: Gough 383
EAST 1924-1654   High game: Junior Celeste Hall 195; High series: 
Hall 359.
Tallmadge  W 2020-1944 High game- Senior Tashay Pringle 
224. High series: Pringle 378
Our Lady of the Elms w 1850-1636 High game: junior 
Marissa McAnallen 161. High series: Gough 317.
Hoban W 1845-1693 High game:  Hall 199; High series: Hall 337.
Green L 2467-1932 High game- McAnallen 175. High series: 
Gough 317.
Walsh L 1834-2061 High game- Gough 200. High series: Gough 
384.
Firestone 2004-1960 High game: Hall 213; High series: Hall 
381.
KEnmorE W 1827-1240 High game: Hall 177; High Series: Hall 
337
Copley- W 1729-1207 High game: Hall 188; High series: Hall 335
North: W 1676-1383 High game: Hall 177, Prince 168.  High 
series: Hall 317, Prince 316.

YOUNGSTOWN USULINE: W 82-43
Blanks 8-1-19, L. Cugini 6-1-16, Wells 5-2-12, Woolridge 2-3-7, Brantley 
3-1-7.
Kenmore W 69-62.
Buchtel : W 64-52
Wells 6-3-15, L. Cugini 5-7-17, Hargrove 7-0-15, Blanks 4-1-9
Brush  W 97-81 Blanks 8-7-23, Hargrove 5-1-11, Wells 8-1-17, Cugini 
4-6-16, Bushner 2-6-10.
BERLIN HILAND: L 65-67.
LAKE CATHOLIC: W 69-67
Blanks 6-4-20, L. Cugini 4-2-14, Crater 4-0-9, Wells 2-4-8, Dorsey 4-0-8.
ST. IGNATIUS: L 55-45
Blanks 6-2-15, L. Cugini 3-2-10, Crater 1-0-2, Dorsey 2-3-7, A. Cugini 
2-1-5.
Imani Christian Academy (PA) W 60-52
Wells 6-3-15 Blanks 5-0-11, Bickley 0-1-1, Hargrove 3-0-6, Crater 3-0-6, 
Dorsey 4-1-9.
CLEVELAND BENEDICTINE: L 84-75
Blanks 10-3-24, Bushner 3-2-9, A. Bickley 1-0-2, Hargrove 2-0-4, Crater 
2-0-4, Cugini 1-0-2.
MARION FRANKLIN: W 83-58
Blanks 9-4-22, Bickley 1-2-4, Hargrove 2-1-5, Crater 2-1-5, Dorsey 4-6-
14, Wells 7-3-17.
HOBAN: W 64-53
Blanks 9-10-24, Dorsey 6-3-15, Bickley 1-0-3, Crater 4-0-8, A. Cugini 
2-0-4.
ST. EDWARD: L 66-63
Blanks 11-4 -26, Dorsey 5-0-10, Brantley 2-0-4, Bickley 1-1-3, Crater 
3- 0-6. 

Coach Dru’s 200th win
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Beaumont W 58-40 Senior Taja Dave led the Irish to victory with 19 
points, followed by sophomore Shannon Jack with 14, sophomore Cassie 
Jakubick with 9, sophomore Jordan Korinek with 6, junior Erica Bratton 
with 4, and Katlin and Kiley May each with 3.
Hathaway Brown L 62-44 Ki. May and Jack each had 14, fol-
lowed by Korinek and Dave with 6 and senior Andrea Hubbard with 4.
Solon L 83-57 Dave led the Irish with 15, followed by Korinek with 
11, Jack with 10, Ka. May and Ki. May each with 9, Bratton with 2 and 
Hubbard with 1.
Garfield W 78-40 Dave, Ki. May, and Jack led the Irish, each with 
16 points.  They were followed by Korinek and Hubbard with 8, Bratton 
with 6, Jakubick with 4, and Skora and Ka. May each with 2.
Hoban L 44-34 Ki. May had 9, followed by Dave with 7, Jakubick 
with 6, Jack with 4, Ka. May and Hubbard with 3, and Bratton with 2.
Manchester L 57-50 Scoring for the Irish were Ki. May with 13, 
Jack with 11, Dave with 9, Korinek with 5, and Jakubick with 2.
Berlin Hiland W 52-49 The Irish were led by strong performances 
from three sophomores: Ki. May had 15, Jack had 12, and Jakubick had 
10.  Other contributors for the Lady Irish were Hubbard and Dave each 
with 2, Bratton with 3, and Korinek with 8.
Kenmore W 69-50 Jack led the Irish with a career-high 23 points, 
including 3 three pointers.  Korinek had 13, Ki. May had 11, Jakubick 
had 9, Dave had 7, Hubbard had 4 and Bratton had 2.
Glen oak W 80-53 Ki. May was the leading scorer with 21 points, 
including 2 three- pointers.  Other contributors included Jack with 20, 
Korinek with 14, Dave with 9, Bratton with 6, Jakubick and Ka. May 
both with 4, and Hubbard with 2.
Firestone W 60-45 Dave led the Irish with 18 points and 14 re-
bounds.  She was followed by Jack with 13, Ka. May with 3, Ki. May 
with 3, Korinek with 10, Jakubick with 11, and Bratton with 2..
Youngstown Ursuline W 51-49 Ki. May led the scoring with 
17 points, followed by Jakubick with 9,  Jack and Korinek each with 6, 
Hubbard with 5,  Dave with 4, Ka. May with 3, and Bratton with 1.
Mansfield St. Peter’s W 66- 50 Jack was leading scorer for the 
Lady Irish with 20 points, including 4 three-pointers.  Also contributing 
for the Irish were Dave with 16 points, Korinek with 4 points, Jakubick 
with 6,  Ki. May with 14,  Bratton with 2, and Hubbard with 4 points.
Holy Name W 41-33 Jakubick led the scoring with 11 points, fol-
lowed closely by Dave with 10. Other contributors included Jack with 8,  
Korinek with 6, Ki. May with 4, and Bratton with 2.
St. Joseph Academy W 65-58  Korinek was the leading scorer 
with 17 points, followed closely by Dave with 16.  Other contributors for 
the Lady Irish were Ka. May with 6 points, Jakubick with 10, Jack with 
9, and May with 7.
Walsh Jesuit L 62-33 Dave led the scoring with 10, followed by 
Korinek with 8, Ki. May with 7, Jack with 6, and Jakubick with 2.
Youngstown East W 74-43  Korinek led the scoring with 17 
points, followed closely by Dave with 16 and Jakubick with 15.  Other 
contributing team members included Jack with 8, Bratton with 7, Ki. 
May with 5, Hubbard with 4, and Van Newkirk with 2.
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staff reporter
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Wrestling
Hoban: STVM 56--Hoban 24.
Catholic Invitational: 
1st place: at 182 sophomore Aaron Adkins
Lake Catholic:
160 senior John Johenning 0-4;  120 sophomore Sal Ferrise at 1-3, 
126 sophomore Walter Gibson, 3-1;  132 sophomore  Ryan Skonieczny, 
3-1; 182 Aaron  Adkins, 4-0; freshman John Chell 3-1; at 106 freshman 
Brock Wise 1-2, freshman Matthew Chu 1-3, Shawn Sovocool 0-4, 
freshman Dre’k Brumley 3-1
Brecksville Tournament
6th  at 120 Rix ; 7th at 132 Skonieczny, at 182 Adkins, at 285 Brumley.
St Ignatius
at 160 Johenning: pinned at :41 at 120 Rix: won with a pin at 1:03
 at 182 Adkins; won 2:1, at 120 Ferise lost 0-15; at 126 Gibson won 19-
4; and at 132 Skonieczny won;  at 152 Sovocool pinned at 1:39; at 285  
Brumley won in  :54 with a pin; Chell lost; at 106 Wise lost 0:2; at 138 
Chu won with a pin in 1:29.

Fitzgerald, Besser, and Perry 
sign National Letters of Intent

Seniors Sae’Von Ftzgerald (Ohio  Dominican), Kevin 
Besser (Walsh), and  Matt Parry (Harvard) signed their National 
Letters of Intent on February 2, 2012.
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Happy Valentine’s Day 
from

the Leprechaun Gold 
Staff
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Kristen Bratton
staff reporter

Lady Bug Maze


